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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5,7,10,12-16,18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Scholz (US 2003/0020267). Scholz discloses an arrangement for fixing a 
gas generator to an airbag housing comprising a gas generator; a generator chamber 
having an inner wall; a spring-elastic fastening element 30; wherein the gas generator is 
mounted in the generator chamber at one end in a fixed bearing and at another end by 
the spring-elastic fastener being pressed between an outer wall of the gas generator 
and the inner wall of the generator chamber, clinging with an outer circumference of 
said fastening element to said inner wall. The fastening element comprises an inner lug 
at a middle area thereof that embraces a gradation in the contour of the end of the gas 
generator. The fastening element is further a stamped metal part made of sheet steel. 
With regard to claim 10, an outer circumference of the fastening element has a 
microprofile that is favorable to a clinging of said fastening element to said inner wall of 
said chamber simply by the fact that the outer circumference that contacts the inner wall 
is able to cling to said place. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8,9, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Scholz in view of Hopf et al (6,361 ,064). Scholz discloses the present invention 
except for the fastening element being coated with plastic in a region around the inner 
lug. Hopf et al teaches an inflator seal retainer for an air bag module, said module 
comprising a gas generator 16 and a generator chamber 44, wherein said generator is 
connected at one end to the chamber 44 by a fixed bearing and at another end through 
a seal retainer fastening element 1 40. Column 9, Lines 1 9-23 of Hopf et al teach that 
"the inflator seal retainer 140 is... capable of being coated for corrosion resistance" with 
plastic materials. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the fastening element of Scholz with the 
teaching of Hopf et al's plastic coating to give the fastening element better resistance to 
corrosion. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scholz 
in view of Jenkins et al (5,487,556). Scholz et al disclose the present invention except 
for the fastening element having "microcorners" to help the fastening element grip the 
inner wall of the generator chamber. Jenkins et al teach an airbag module comprising a 
gas generator 16 and a generator chamber 40, wherein the generator chamber 40 
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comprises a fastening element 20 that fastens said gas generator 14 to said generator 
housing 40 and includes microcorners 180 that help the fastening element cling better 
to the gas generator 14 at a circumference therefore. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
fastening element of Scholz with the teaching of Jenkins et al to have microcorners on 
the outer circumference of said fastening element to give the fastening element a better 
cling to the generator housing, thus ensuring it stays in place. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 6 and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy D. Wilhelm whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6980. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM Monday 
through Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-6952. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Q. Nguyen/ Timothy D Wilhelm 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 

/Timothy D Wilhelm/ 
November 10, 2008 



